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UKkraine has its back to the wall. Time for
Australia to step in

American-made tanks gathering dust Down Under could rearm the battered 47th
Brigade
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Australia has old tanks it doesn’t use any more. Ukraine wants them.

So what’s stopping Canberra from shipping those 59 surplus M-1 Abrams to

Ryiv?

Politics, of course. But if the Australians can muster the will to donate their M-
Is and the Americans can find it in them to approve the deal, it’s obvious what
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the Ukrainians would do with them. They would reinforce the survivors of the
31 ex-US M-1s the Americans donated to Ukraine last year.

The fast-growing Australian army acquired its M-1Als in 2004 to replace old
German-made tanks. Twenty years later in July, it retired the M-1Als - having
never deployed them for combat - and began replacing them with newer
American-made M-1A2s.

The old M-1Als are in storage. Ukrainian officials have been inquiring about
them since at least February. And according to the Sydney Morning Herald, the
government in Canberra is increasingly open to donating them.

“The government is considering its request and working with the US to make
the transfer happen,” the newspaper reported last week.

A lot could go wrong. Senior Australian officials could veto the transfer over
fears of escalating tensions between Australia and Russia. The United States
holds the export license for the tanks and could reject a proposed transfer on
the same grounds. Far less likely, Ukrainian officials could inspect the decades-
old tanks and politely decline the donation.

Political factors in Canberra and Washington DC are the likeliest obstacles,
although there could be some minor logistical issues. While both the
Australian tanks and Ukraine’s current M-1s are the same basic model - the 67-
ton, four-person M-1A1 Situational Awareness export version with tungsten
and steel armour, digital fire controls and a 120mm smoothbore main gun - the
Australian and ex-American tanks do have slightly different equipment fits the
Ukrainians might choose to resolve. The Ukrainian army has also developed
boutique add-on armour Kits for its M-1s and would probably want to install
them on any additional Abrams it gets.

If everything works out for the Ukrainians and they get those 59 tanks, they
almost certainly will assign many of them to the Ukrainian army’s 47th
Mechanized Brigade. The 47th Brigade is the army’s main operator of
American-made armoured vehicles — and the sole operator of Ukraine’s M-1s.

The 47th Brigade is a powerful unit. And it’s because it’s a powerful unit that
the Ukrainian general staff kept it in combat nonstop for 15 months - a long
time for any formation. When Ukrainian troops launched their ambitious but
ultimately disappointing counteroffensive in southern Ukraine in June 2023,
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the 47th was at the vanguard - and suffered heavy losses as it got bogged down
in dense minefields.

The brigade fought in the south for four months and, by October, was badly in
need of rest. But Russian forces went on the attack in the east that month, so
commanders in Kyiv ordered the 47th to redeploy eastward and blunt the
attack.

The brigade fought a desperate rearguard action for another 10 months. By the
time the general staff was finally ready to let the 47th Mechanized take a break,
the unit had lost scores of its roughly 100 M-2 Bradley infantry combat
vehicles and around half of its 31 M-1 tanks.

The Americans obligingly sent another 200 M-2s to make good the 47th
Brigade’s losses and potentially also equip another unit. But for reasons no one
in the US government has adequately explained, they didn’t send more M-1s -
despite the Pentagon having literally thousands of the old tanks in storage.

With 59 ex-Australian Abrams, the Ukrainian army could restore the 47th
Brigade back to its original strength of 31 tanks and still have enough tanks -
30 or so - to equip a second brigade ... or to make good future losses.

That’s the argument in favor of Australian tanks for Ukraine. The argument
against is less concrete. It’s purely political, and given that the US has already
sent tanks and Australia has already sent missiles, artillery and other weapons,
it’s hard to see how sending some more tanks will make Russia any angrier
than it already is.

That’s not to say there’s no argument against sending the Abrams. But such an
argument will not carry much weight with Ukrainian soldiers who need to
defend their homes and families — but who are running out of tanks.

Join the conversation

The Telegraph values your comments but kindly requests all posts are on topic, constructive and respectful. Please review
our commenting policy.

X f © X

Related Topics Explained Ukraine war, Russia-Ukraine war, Tank, Australia, Ukraine

License this content

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/09/26/ukraine-abrams-tanks-armour-russian-gains-australia-aid-war/ 3/7


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/01/18/ukraine-bradley-fighting-vehicles-disabled-russian-tank/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/01/18/ukraine-bradley-fighting-vehicles-disabled-russian-tank/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/commenting-policy/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2F2024%2F09%2F26%2Fukraine-abrams-tanks-armour-russian-gains-australia-aid-war%2F&text=Time+for+Australia+to+step+into+the+war+in+Ukraine
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2F2024%2F09%2F26%2Fukraine-abrams-tanks-armour-russian-gains-australia-aid-war%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2F2024%2F09%2F26%2Fukraine-abrams-tanks-armour-russian-gains-australia-aid-war%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=Time+for+Australia+to+step+into+the+war+in+Ukraine&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2F2024%2F09%2F26%2Fukraine-abrams-tanks-armour-russian-gains-australia-aid-war%2F
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/explained-ukraine-war/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/ukraine-crisis/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/tank/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/australia/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/ukraine/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/contact-us/

30/09/2024, 13:15 Time for Australia to step into the war in Ukraine

David Axe
‘s 26 September 2024 12:55pm

G

More stories

Duffield has penned the best denunciation of Starmer you’ll ever read

Strictly Come Dancing’s shock first result was a jawdropper - and a canny move
(A by the BBC

Debbie Harry on approaching 80: ‘How did I get so old? I guess I’ve been lucky’

More from News

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/09/26/ukraine-abrams-tanks-armour-russian-gains-australia-aid-war/ 477


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/d/da-de/david-axe/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/cars/features/newly-tax-exempt-classic-cars-to-buy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/health-fitness/diet/nutrition/seven-foods-to-avoid-if-you-dont-want-a-heart-attack/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/news/2024/09/29/jd-vance-turned-away-from-pittsburgh-sandwich-shop/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2024/09/29/rosie-duffield-letter-keir-starmer-resignation-mp/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/tv/2024/09/29/strictly-come-dancing-week-2-results-review-tom-dean-toyah/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/fashion/people/debbie-harry-blondie-gucci-bags/

30/09/2024, 13:15 Time for Australia to step into the war in Ukraine

Ut Display the Star of David at UK border to show ‘we stand
' g ppﬂﬂ with Israel’, says Jenrick

[sgael

Promotl

Conserv

=
1

Juncrion JIER ""‘;. T - 4 Telegraph cartoons - September 2024

&

Donald Trump repeats claim Kamala Harris is ‘mentally
disabled’ despite Republicans’ warnings

Kamala Harris must stop her ‘incessant focus’ on Trump,
says ex-aide

a brutal street war

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/09/26/ukraine-abrams-tanks-armour-russian-gains-australia-aid-war/

How a cartel double crossing worthy of Hollywood triggered

5/7


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/09/30/robert-jenrick-star-of-david-israel-support-tory-leader/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/0/telegraph-cartoons-september-2024/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/politics/2024/09/29/donald-trump-kamala-harris-mentally-disabled-republicans/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/politics/2024/09/29/kamala-harris-stop-incessant-focus-on-trump-says-ex-aide/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2024/09/29/cartel-double-crossing-triggers-brutal-street-war/

30/09/2024, 13:15 Time for Australia to step into the war in Ukraine
Tory party will die if it doesn’t plan to leave ECHR, Jenrick to
claim

Starmer’s ship is listing - welfare reform is the next storm

Getting a boob job as a middle-aged divorcee gave me back
my confidence

Kris Rristofferson: Country music star dies aged 88

Israel-Hezbollah conflict latest: Israel strikes power plant in
Yemen in revenge for Houthi attacks

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/09/26/ukraine-abrams-tanks-armour-russian-gains-australia-aid-war/ 6/7


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/09/29/tory-party-die-does-not-plan-leave-echr-jenrick/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/09/29/labour-starmer-kendall-welfare-reform-paul-gregg/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/health-fitness/wellbeing/mental-health/injectable-boob-job-divorced/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2024/09/29/kris-kristofferson-country-music-star-died-aged-88/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2024/09/29/israel-hezbollah-war-lebanon-hamas-gaza-latest-news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/09/29/sniffer-dogs-trained-detect-dinghy-rubber-intercept-boats/

30/09/2024, 13:15 Time for Australia to step into the war in Ukraine

Wi Display the Star of David at UK border to show ‘we stand

..ot With Israel’, says Jenrick

Che Telegraph Back to top

owsson. (%) ® © @ @

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/09/26/ukraine-abrams-tanks-armour-russian-gains-australia-aid-war/ /17


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/09/30/robert-jenrick-star-of-david-israel-support-tory-leader/
https://www.facebook.com/TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/
https://www.instagram.com/telegraph/
https://twitter.com/@Telegraph
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/The_Telegraph/8148798159
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9053/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgLNge0xqQHWM5B5EFH9Cg
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/customer/subsdigitaleditionapp/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/
https://telegraphmediagroup.com/about-us/
https://extra.telegraph.co.uk/
https://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/branded-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/
https://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/betting/free-bets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/press-acquisitions-limited-tax-strategy-financial-year-2022/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/compare
https://telegraph.co.uk/newsletters
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/modern-slavery-statement/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/advertising-terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/editorial-and-commercial-guidelines/
https://www.chelseamagazines.com/

