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Russia versus Iran in 'sickening' Canberra
soccer contest

February 12 2024 - 12:03pm

A bizarre soccer match between diplomats from two embassies of

countries shunned by Australia has been branded as "sickening" by

activists campaigning for Ukraine.

On Friday, staff from the Russian and Iranian embassies met for

what the Russian embassy called a "friendly".

WATCH: An exclusive tour of the Russian embassy in Australia from The Canberra
Times and reporter Steve Evans.

In undiplomatic parlance, the match between the representatives of

the two countries heavily sanctioned by the United Nations might be

By Steve Evans

Unmute

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/canberra/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8517613%2Frussian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match%2F
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8517613%2Frussian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8517613%2Frussian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match%2F
mailto:?subject=Check%20this%20out&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8517613%2Frussian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match%2F
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/profile/848/steve-evans/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/my-account/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/


12/02/2024, 12:58 Russian and Iranian embassies hold controversial soccer match | The Canberra Times | Canberra, ACT

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517613/russian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match/ 2/9

called "Billy No Mates finds a friend".

"They are two regimes which are killing people daily, and the

Australian public needs to be reminded of that," Stefan Romaniw,

who chairs the Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organisations,

said.

The result of the fixture is not known.

A post on Facebook from the Russian embassy said: "On 9 February,

a friendly soccer match was held between the teams of the Russian

and Iranian Embassies in Canberra.

"The sportive event, timed to mark the National Day of Iran and the

Diplomats' Day in Russia, was attended by H.E. Ambassador Alexey

Pavlovsky and H.E. Ambassador Ahmad Sadeghi."

Russia versus Iran, a soccer 'friendly' in Canberra. Picture Facebook

Campaigners against the Russian invasion of Ukraine called the two

countries a "murderous partnership".

The actions of the governments of both countries are opposed by the

Australian government, Russia for the invasion and Iran for a series

of acts, including developing nuclear weapons and, more recently,

backing fighters attacking western shipping.



12/02/2024, 12:58 Russian and Iranian embassies hold controversial soccer match | The Canberra Times | Canberra, ACT

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517613/russian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match/ 3/9

"The Albanese government is working deliberately and strategically

to apply pressure on the Iranian regime for failing to uphold its

international obligations, including its nuclear-related

commitments," the Albanese government said last year.

Australia has sent military equipment to Ukraine to help it repel the

invasion by Russia.

The "friendly" was condemned by Mr Romaniw of the Australian

Federation of Ukranian Organisations.

"The sight of Russian and Iranian diplomats getting together for a

game of soccer in our nation's capital is sickening," he said.

"It's a slap in the face to all Ukrainians fighting on the front, and it

must be condemned.

"Ukrainians who love sport, from kids to Olympians, don't have the

luxury of such games anymore, as Russia uses Iranian missiles and

drones to kill and maim Ukrainians every day.
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"No soccer game can whitewash the atrocities these two regimes are

responsible for in Ukraine.

"This is just another piece of propaganda from these countries'

diplomats. The Russian and Iranian ambassadors should have been

expelled a long time ago, as they represent regimes that fly in the

face of our democratic values.

"There is nothing innocent about this soccer match, and Canberrans

should be appalled by the dark, murderous partnership between

Russia and Iran.

"Their arrogance and actions must be condemned."

The Russian embassy was approached for comment.

Read More:

I need help leaving my toxic
relationship with Married at
First Sight

Dutton defends Joyce as the
Braddon scene becomes an
attraction

Get more from The Canberra Times

This Facebook post is no longer available. It may
have been removed or the privacy settings of the

post may have changed.

Help Center

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8510529/mafs-season-2024-mature-couples-and-the-perils-of-dating/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517148/peter-dutton-defends-barnaby-joyces-drunken-incident-in-braddon/
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/embedded-posts/?ref=embed_post


12/02/2024, 12:58 Russian and Iranian embassies hold controversial soccer match | The Canberra Times | Canberra, ACT

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517613/russian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match/ 5/9

Our journalists work hard to provide local, up-to-date news to the

community:

Subscribe

 Sign up for our newsletters

 Follow us on Google News, Facebook , Instagram , Twitter and our

Courts and Crime Facebook

 Have your say and send a letter to the Editor

Most viewed

1 I need help leaving
my toxic relationship
with Married at First

2 Four-bedroom home
sells for more than
$5m

3 Canberrans react to
Barnaby Joyce with a
plaque and chalk

4 Road clear after
multi-car crash

5 Queanbeyan train
station to get an
upgrade

6 ACT executives who
commit 'corrupt
conduct' to be denied

More from Canberra

Queanbeyan train station to get an upgrade

Share

Steve Evans
Reporter

Steve Evans is a reporter on The Canberra Times. He's been a BBC correspondent in New
York, London, Berlin and Seoul and the sole reporter/photographer/paper deliverer on The
Glen Innes Examiner in country New South Wales. "All the jobs have been fascinating - an…

FOLLOW

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/subscribe/
https://cloud.mc.austcommunitymedia.com.au/the-canberra-times-newsletter-page
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqMQgKIitDQklTR2dnTWFoWUtGR05oYm1KbGNuSmhkR2x0WlhNdVkyOXRMbUYxS0FBUAE?hl=en-AU&gl=AU&ceid=AU%3Aen
https://www.facebook.com/CanberraTimes
https://www.instagram.com/canberratimes/
https://twitter.com/canberratimes
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CanberraCourtsandCrime
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/comment/send-a-letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8510529/mafs-season-2024-mature-couples-and-the-perils-of-dating/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517831/national-circuit-forrest-house-sells-at-auction-for-54-million/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517437/canberrans-react-to-barnaby-joyces-caught-on-video-actions/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517707/big-delays-on-gunghalin-drive-following-multi-car-crash/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8518038/nsw-government-to-upgrade-queanbeyan-station-for-accessibility/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8515809/act-government-appointed-executives-found-to-be-corrupt-wont-get-a-payout/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8518038/nsw-government-to-upgrade-queanbeyan-station-for-accessibility/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8517613%2Frussian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match%2F
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8517613%2Frussian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8517613%2Frussian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match%2F
mailto:?subject=Check%20this%20out&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8517613%2Frussian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match%2F
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/profile/848/steve-evans/
https://twitter.com/@EvanstheAirwave


12/02/2024, 12:58 Russian and Iranian embassies hold controversial soccer match | The Canberra Times | Canberra, ACT

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517613/russian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match/ 6/9

19m ago

Raiders reveal more details about all-green alternate jersey

28m ago

Russia versus Iran in 'sickening' Canberra soccer contest

35m ago

Pass the gas mask, the stench is suffocating

38m ago

RECOMMENDED Recommended by

New Zealand and Australia
Citizens Can Apply! Become a US
Citizen
usagco.online

Promoted

If You Need To Kill Time On Your
Computer, This Vintage Game Is
A Must-Have.
Play the top-rated strategy game. No
install needed!
Forge of Empires

Promoted

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8518038/nsw-government-to-upgrade-queanbeyan-station-for-accessibility/#comments
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517895/canberra-raiders-unveil-new-all-green-jersey-for-2024-nrl-season/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517895/canberra-raiders-unveil-new-all-green-jersey-for-2024-nrl-season/#comments
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517613/russian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8515447/the-echidna-corporates-behaving-badly-featuring-optus-qantas-and-australian-supermarkets/
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://usagco.online/landing/register-11?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=AU_NZ_DSK_LP11_CPA_TEST&utm_lp_name=LP11&utm_publisher=$publisher_name$&utm_section=$section_name$&utm_campaign_id=00567c1581f8cb5ba5620be4f29a1e56f5&utm_ad_id=00c20537b5dafca89e92874e0e7c68fd7c&utm_doc_id=002ec3613d8fe5311283205aec6d6d4986&utm_text=New+Zealand+and+Australia+Citizens+Can+Apply%21+Become+a+US+Citizen&utm_clkid=$ob_click_id$&utm_ban=usconv-au&obOrigUrl=true
https://om.forgeofempires.com/foe/en/?ref=out_en_au_002&external_param=%24section_name%24&pid=%24publisher_name%24&bid=00e8fecfb425903649710f8023aff671c2&ref=out_en_au_002&external_param=$section_name$&pid=$publisher_name$&bid=0025c70aaf431a1a9aaa23c35c25130188_2&obOrigUrl=true


12/02/2024, 12:58 Russian and Iranian embassies hold controversial soccer match | The Canberra Times | Canberra, ACT

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517613/russian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match/ 7/9

The Real Cost of a Pet Health
Emergency
Vets Choice - Insurance for pets

Promoted

New Shaftless Stair Lifts (Take a
Look at the Prices)
Stair Lifts | Sponsored Links

Promoted

A journey steeped in
history and the
colours of fall

'Sunglasses saved
my life': Brown
snake face bite…

Boy, 11, charged after
69-year-old man
bashed

Unloan built by CommBank, sets
the bar for a leading home loan
Mozo

Promoted

[Pics] This Artist Isn't Afraid To
Share Her Experiences As a
Woman In Society
https://starandstyle.com/

Promoted

Promoted Promoted

https://vetschoice.guildinsurance.com.au/pet-insurance/pet-emergency?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=outbrain_emergency&utm_content=desktop&obOrigUrl=true
https://m.tracktechs.net/ba1a3533-1498-4ac4-9008-89052376a120?subid1=$publisher_name$&subid2=008004bcab9f32b4e3ea38e5e5d5254e14&subid3=$section_name$&adtitle=New+Shaftless+Stair+Lifts+%28Take+a+Look+at+the+Prices%29&cid=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8422063/unforgettable-cruise-from-new-york-to-montreal/?cs=14255&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8514995/mother-survives-brown-snake-bite-with-the-help-of-sunglasses/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8514628/boy-11-charged-after-69-year-old-man-bashed/?obOrigUrl=true
https://mozo.com.au/home-loans/articles/what-a-leading-home-loan-looks-like-in-2023?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_campaign=CBA301_Renewed&mz_source=Outbrain__CBA301_Renewed&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://starandstyle.com/comics-double-standards-in-gender-is/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_term=$publisher_id$&utm_medium=00fad24af676aafa051c5a5a9d280b4cc9&utm_content=$section_id$&utm_campaign=stn-ob-au-d-womancomic-rpm10_chrm_full_semi_rd_v5889963303_autest_02.1&obOrigUrl=true
https://za.investing.com/magazine/richest-heirs-heiresses-in-america/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=00b4584a8ea1583a450fa32368fb1e30a0&utm_content=Beckham+Marries+The+Richest+Heiress+In+The+World&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&origin=outbrain&outbrain_params[ad_id]=00c095392fe8a0ffe8b90c226fac1df067&outbrain_params[doc_title]=These+Famous+Faces+Are+Some+of+the+Richest+Heirs+%26+Heiresses+in+Americ&outbrain_params[doc_author]=Audrey+Kyanova&outbrain_params[doc_id]=005617eedf3f9d499c554eb6d022abca6c&outbrain_params[ad_title]=Beckham+Marries+The+Richest+Heiress+In+The+World&outbrain_params[publish_date]=20201202&outbrain_params[req_id]=$req_id$&outbrain_params[source_id]=$source_id$&outbrain_params[promoted_link_id]=00c095392fe8a0ffe8b90c226fac1df067&outbrain_params[time_stamp]=$time_stamp$&outbrain_params[campaign_id]=00b4584a8ea1583a450fa32368fb1e30a0&outbrain_params[uuid]=$uuid$&outbrain_params[section_id]=$section_id$&outbrain_params[section_name]=$section_name$&outbrain_params[publisher_id]=$publisher_id$&outbrain_params[publisher_name]=$publisher_name$&outbrain_params[ob_click_id]=$ob_click_id$&outbrain_params[android_id]=$android_id$&outbrain_params[idfa]=$idfa$&outbrain_params[cpc]=$cpc$&im_dars=1x100_3x137_5x640_7x664&im[p19]=216374&obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1521800.2334900OUTBRAINAU/B31102367.387384877;dc_trk_aid=578695948;dc_trk_cid=210024138;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=;dc_tdv=1?obOrigUrl=true


12/02/2024, 12:58 Russian and Iranian embassies hold controversial soccer match | The Canberra Times | Canberra, ACT

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517613/russian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match/ 8/9

Get the latest Canberra news in your inbox
Sign up for our newsletter to stay up to date.

Enter your email

Notify me

We care about the protection of your data. Read our Privacy Policy.

AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY MEDIA

THE CANBERRA TIMES

Beckham Marries The Richest
Heiress In The World
Investing Magazine

Is your puppy really ready to go
outside? Here's our advice.
Petbarn.com

Black Opal Stakes RaceBlack Opal Stakes Race
Day on 10th March! GetDay on 10th March! Get

Tickets NowTickets Now

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/privacy/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/
https://za.investing.com/magazine/richest-heirs-heiresses-in-america/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=00b4584a8ea1583a450fa32368fb1e30a0&utm_content=Beckham+Marries+The+Richest+Heiress+In+The+World&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&origin=outbrain&outbrain_params[ad_id]=00c095392fe8a0ffe8b90c226fac1df067&outbrain_params[doc_title]=These+Famous+Faces+Are+Some+of+the+Richest+Heirs+%26+Heiresses+in+Americ&outbrain_params[doc_author]=Audrey+Kyanova&outbrain_params[doc_id]=005617eedf3f9d499c554eb6d022abca6c&outbrain_params[ad_title]=Beckham+Marries+The+Richest+Heiress+In+The+World&outbrain_params[publish_date]=20201202&outbrain_params[req_id]=$req_id$&outbrain_params[source_id]=$source_id$&outbrain_params[promoted_link_id]=00c095392fe8a0ffe8b90c226fac1df067&outbrain_params[time_stamp]=$time_stamp$&outbrain_params[campaign_id]=00b4584a8ea1583a450fa32368fb1e30a0&outbrain_params[uuid]=$uuid$&outbrain_params[section_id]=$section_id$&outbrain_params[section_name]=$section_name$&outbrain_params[publisher_id]=$publisher_id$&outbrain_params[publisher_name]=$publisher_name$&outbrain_params[ob_click_id]=$ob_click_id$&outbrain_params[android_id]=$android_id$&outbrain_params[idfa]=$idfa$&outbrain_params[cpc]=$cpc$&im_dars=1x100_3x137_5x640_7x664&im[p19]=216374&obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1521800.2334900OUTBRAINAU/B31102367.387384877;dc_trk_aid=578695948;dc_trk_cid=210024138;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=;dc_tdv=1?obOrigUrl=true


12/02/2024, 12:58 Russian and Iranian embassies hold controversial soccer match | The Canberra Times | Canberra, ACT

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8517613/russian-and-iranian-embassies-hold-controversial-soccer-match/ 9/9

OUR SITES

SUBMIT

https://www.facebook.com/CanberraTimes/
https://twitter.com/canberratimes
https://www.instagram.com/canberratimes

