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AFUO visa update for displaced Ukrainians in Australia

10 November 2026

The Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organisations (AFUO) continues to advocate for certainty for
displaced Ukrainians in Australia. Here’s an update on our activity.

The numbers

Department of Home Affairs (DHA) data released to the Ukrainian Council of NSW (UCNSW) under a data
access request shows that about 8,200 Ukrainian nationals held a visa in Australia as at 31 May 2026.

e Around 4,000 have been granted permanent Resolution of Status (subclass 851) visas.
e Around 2,200 hold Permanent, Transit, Maritime and Diplomatic visas.
e Around 2,000 remain on other visas.

Within the final group, our advocacy focuses on three cohorts who still face open questions:

e 648 holders of 786 Humanitarian visas: when, and whether, they will be offered 851 Resolution of
Status visas

e 1,267 Ukrainians who arrived after 31 July 2024: whether the 449->786 pathway will be opened to
them

e 124 holders of 804 Parent visas: the hardship caused by Assurance of Support and Newly Arrived
Resident’s Waiting Period conditions, which leave elderly parents without income support

8 Getting the figures right

In February 2026 we contacted DHA about the 34,600 figure on its website, which was often taken to be the
number of Ukrainians currently in Australia.

DHA clarified that 34,600 counted all arrivals of Ukrainians on any visa since February 2022, including people
who have since returned to Ukraine and people who arrived more than once. It did not reflect the number of
Ukrainians currently eligible for humanitarian pathways.

We explained to DHA that figures taken out of context give the public a misleading picture of how many
people are affected. This is distressing for our community and undermines our advocacy for the Ukrainians
still seeking a permanent pathway in Australia. DHA has since removed the figure from its website.

39 Ongoing contact with the Department

The AFUO engages in regular direct contact with senior decision makers at the DHA and escalates individual
cases where needed, particularly where families are facing serious hardship or long delays. These escalations
have resulted in positive outcomes for families across Australia. We are grateful for the open channel of
communication and the constructive working relationship.
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fll Advocacy with Parliament

Throughout the year, AFUO Board members have raised these issues in discussions with many MPs and
Senators. Most recently, AFUO and UCNSW met with Senator Deborah O’Neill, Chair of the Parliamentary
Friends of Ukraine, and followed up in writing, asking her to seek clarity on:

e 851 offers for 786 visa holders
e opening the 449->786 pathway to later arrivals
e support for Parent visa holders

In the media

AFUO Chair Kateryna Argyrou and UCNSW President Andrew Mencinsky spoke to news.com.au in October
2026 to raise public awareness about the uncertainty facing many in our community.

Kateryna said the community is deeply grateful for the safe haven Australia has provided: “Around 4000
Ukrainians have been granted permanent visas and now call Australia home for good... But others are stuck
in limbo on temporary or bridging visas, with no idea whether they’ll be allowed to stay. They are
hardworking, educated people with exactly the skills Australia needs.”

Andrew said displaced Ukrainians come to him every day “at breaking point”: “These people are resilient.
They escaped russian aggression, but now the uncertainty is wearing them down... They just want the chance
to make Australia their permanent home.”

& Read the full article: ‘Breaking point’: Ukrainians in Australia face permanent residency limbo |
news.com.au

& What’s next

A meeting with senior staff in the office of the Minister for Home Affairs, Tony Burke, and senior DHA
directors is now being planned. We'll share updates as soon as we can.

ﬁ Thank you

Thank you to the Australian Government, Minister Burke and the DHA for the direct channel of
communication and for their continued support of Ukrainians displaced by russia’s full-scale invasion.

Special thanks to Andrew Mencinsky, UCNSW President, who is leading the AFUQ’s strategy and response on
visa matters, including our liaison with the Department.

We would also like to thank our state hromady for their constant work supporting and advocating for
displaced Ukrainians: Ukrainian Community of Queensland Inc, Association of Ukrainians in Victoria,
Association of Ukrainians in SA, Ukrainian Association of Western Australia, Association of Ukrainians in
Tasmania and the Ukrainian-Australian Association of Northern Territory.

Thank you also to Roman Kulish, AFUO Board Director, and Vlad Guz for assisting with analysis of the raw
DHA data.

Having fled russia’s full-scale invasion, displaced Ukrainians have rebuilt their lives here, working, paying
taxes and giving back to the country that welcomed them. Now many are living with anxiety, unsure whether
they can stay. All they need is the opportunity to call Australia home.

We will continue to advocate for displaced Ukrainians until they have certainty about their future in
Australia.
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OHoBneHHA iHpopmauii Big CYOA wopo Bi3 anA
nepeceneHuis 3 YKpaiHu B AscTpanii

10 nucmonada 2026 poky

Coto3 ykpaiHcbkmx opraHridauin Asctpanii (CYOA) npoaoBxye gomaratucst ACHOCTI WoJo craTycy
nepeceneHuis 3 YkpaiHm B AscTpanii. JinuMocb HOBUHaMM Npo Hawly AiSNbHICTb.

Lndpu

[aHni MiHictepcTBa BHYTpiWwHiX cnpas (DHA), HagaHi Ukrainian Council of NSW (UCNSW) Ha
nigcTaei 3anuTy Npo QocTyn Ao iHdopMadii, ceigyaTtb, Wwo cTaHoM Ha 31 TpaBHsa 2026 poky 6rm3bko
8 200 rpomagsaH YkpaiHm manu Bian B ABCTpanii.

e bnunsbko 4 000 ocib oTpumanu NocTinHi Bi3n kateropii «Resolution of Status» (nigknac 851).
e [lpn6nmn3Ho 2 200 oci® mMatoTb NOCTINHI, TPAH3WUTHI, MOPCbLKI Ta ANMIIOMAaTUYHI Bi3W.
e [lpn6nuaHo 2 000 oci6 nepebyBatoTb 3a iHLLIMMM Bi3amu.

Y Mexax i€l KpanHbOol rpynu Halla agBoKaLinHa gisnbHICTb 30cepeskeHa Ha TPbOoX KaTeropisix
0Ci0, WOA0 SKUX A0Ci 3anuLLIaTbCS BIAKPUTI MUTaHHS:

e 648 BnacHuKiB rymaHiTapHux Bi3 nigknacy 786: konu i um 6ygyTb iM 3anponoHOBaHi Bi3u
nigknacy 851 «Resolution of Status»

e 1267 ykpaiHui, ski npubynu nicna 31 nunHa 2024 poky: um Oyae Anga HUX BiOKPUTO WNSAX
nepexoay 3 kateropii 449 oo kateropii 786

e 124 BnacHuku Bi3 kaTeropii 804 ons 6aTbkiB: TPYAHOLLI, CNPUYNHEHI YMOBaMK LLOO0 rapaHTii
hiHaHCOBOI NIATPMMKM Ta NEPioAy OYiKyBaHHS ANsi HOBONPUOYNMX pe3naeHTiB, Yepes LWo
niTHI 6aTbkun 3anuwatTbca 6e3 MmaTepianbHOI NiIgTPUMKK

8 Yr1ouHeHHs unop

Y noTomy Mu 3BepHynucs Ao MiHictepcTea 3 nutaHb rpoMagdHcTBa Ta iMmirpauii woao undpu «34
600», HaBegeHOI Ha Noro Beb-canTi, SIKy YacTo CrpuManm K KinbKiCTb yKpaiHUiB, WO Hapasi
nepebysatoTb B ABCTpanii.

DHA nosicHuno, wo uundgpa 34 600 oxonsntoe BCix yKparHLiB, ski npubynn 3a 6yab-aKkoto Bi3OH 3
ntotoro 2022 poky, BKIKOYaAUM TUX, XTO 3 TOro 4Yacy NoBepHyBCHA A0 YKpaiHu, Ta TUX, XTO npubyBas
OinbLue HX oguH pas. La undpa He Bigobpaxana KinbKicTb YKpaiHUiB, siki Ha AaHUA MOMEHT MatoTb
npaBo Ha rymaHiTapHi nporpamu.

Mwu nosichunu DHA, wo undpu, BUpBaHi 3 KOHTEKCTY, CTBOPIOKOTbL Y FPOMa[CbKOCTi OMaHnmBee
YSIBITIEHHSA MPO Te, CKiNbKU Niogen ue cTocyeTbes. Lie BUKNuKae 3aHenoKOEHHS y HaLLii CninNbHOTI Ta
niapyvBae Hally afBoKaLinHy AisbHICTb Ha KOPUCTb YKpaTHLUIB, SKi BCe e WyKalTb WISaX 40
NOCTiNHOro npoxusaHHsa B ABctpanii. 3 Toro yacy DHA suganunu uto undpy 3i csoro Beb6-canty.

;59 MOCTiMHMI KOHTAKT 3 [lenapTameHTOM

CYOA nigTpumye perynsapHuin 6eanocepeHin KOHTaKT 3 KepiBHUMM ocobamu, siki npunMaroTb
piweHHa B MiHicTepcTBi BHYTpiWHiX cnpas (DHA) Ta, 3a noTpebu, nepegae okpemi cnpasu Ha
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poarnsag, ocobnmMBo y BUNagkax, kKonm ciMm’i CTMKatoTbCs 3 CEPNO3HUMM TpydHoLamMmm abo
TpuBanumu 3aTpumMkamu. Taki 3BEpHEHHS Aanu No3nTUBHI pe3ynbTaTu Ans ciMen no Bein ABcTpanil.

fil 3axucr iHTepeciB yKpaiHLiB y NnapaameHTi

MpoTsarom poky unenu npaeniHHA CYOA nopyLiyBanu ui NMTaHHs nig Yac obroBopeHs i3 baratbma
aenytatamu Ta ceHaTopamu. 3oBciMm HegaBHo CYOA ta UCNSW 3ycTpinncsa 3 ceHaTopkor
He6opoto O’Hin, ronosoto napnameHTcbKoi rpynu «[py3i YkpaiHiy», a noTiM Hagicnanu i nucta 3
NPOXaHHAM 3’siCyBaTK HACTYMNHi NUTAHHSA:

e Mpono3uuis Bi3 kateropii 851 onsi BNacHuKIB Bi3 kaTeropii 786
e BiOKpUTTA WNAXY nepexoay 3 kaTeropii 449 go kateropii 786 ansa Tmx, XTo npmbyB. nisHiwe
e MigTpMMKa BrnacHUKiB 6aTbKiBCbKUX Bi3

& v3mi

Nonosa CYOA KatepuHa Apripy Ta npesngeHT UCNSW AHApii MeHUIHCBKMIA Y )KOBTHI 2026 poky
Aanu iHTepB’lo BUAaHHIO news.com.au, Wwob npuBepHyTN yBary rpoMagacbKoCTi 40 HEBU3HAYEHOCTI,
3 SIKOKO CTMKalOTbCs GaraTto YneHiB Hawoi CifbHOTHU.

KaTepuHa 3a3Haumna, WO cninbHOTa rnmMboko BasidHa ABCTpanii 3a HagaHui NpUTYIOK: «bIu3bKo
4000 ykpaiHuie ompumariu rnocmitHi 8i3u i meriep ggaxkaroms Aecmpariito ceoim doMoM
Haszaexou... Ane iHwi 3acmpseanu 8 nidsileHoMy cmaHi, Marodu mum4yacosi abo repexioHi eisu, i He
Maromb ysierieHHs, Yu 0o3e015amb iM 3anuwumucs. Lle npaybosumi, oceidyeHi modu, ki 805100i0mb
came mumu Hasu4dkamu, SSKux nompebye Aecmparisi».

AHOpIN 3a3HaumB, WO nepecerneHui 3 YKpaiHu WoaHsS 3BepTalnTbCs A0 HbOro, nepebyBaroun «Ha
Mmexi eumpumkuy: «Lli mrodu eumpusarni. BoHu emekriu 8id pocilicbKoi agpecii, ane menep
HesU3Ha4YeHicmb 8UCHaXye ix... BOHU npocmo xo4ymbe ompumamu waHc 3pobumu Aecmpartito
€80iM nocmitiHum GoMOM».

& MMpouutainTte NMoBHY CTaTTIO (AHIMINCLKOW): «Mexa BUTPMBAmNOCTi»: yKpaiHui B ABCTpanii
ONUHUIMCA B NigBILLEHOMY CTaHi LWOA4O0 NOCTIMHOMO NPOXMBAHHSA | news.com.au

& LWo pani
Hapasi nnaHyeTbca 3ycTpiyv 3a yyacTi npegctaBHukiB MiHicTpa BHyTpilWHiX cnpae ToHi bypka Ta

KepiBHUKIB BMLLOT naHkn MiHicTepcTBa BHyTpiWwHix cnpas (DHA). Mu nosigomnsatumemo npo
PO3BUTOK MOAIN Y Mipy HaAXO4XKEHHSI HOBOI iHGbopMaLlii.

m Aakyemo

Osakyemo ypagy AscTpanii, MiHicTpy Bepky Ta [lenapTameHTy 3 nuTaHb Mirpadii Ta rpoMagsaHcTBa
(DHA) 3a nocTinHy nigTpUMKy yKparHuiB, siki cTanu nepeceneHusiMy BHaCnigok noBHoOMacLluTabHoro
BTOpPrHeHHs Pocii.

Ocobnuea nogsaka AHgpito MendiHcbkomy, npe3naeHty UCNSW, akuii odontoe po3pobky cTparerii
Ta koopavuHauito gin AFUO 3 Bi3oBMX NUTaHb, 30KpemMa Hally B3aeMogito 3 [lenaptameHToMm.

Mwu Takox xoTinuM 6 nogsKyBaTU HaLWWM perioHanbHMM rpoMazam 3a iIXHK0 NOCTiNHY poboTy 3
NiATPUMKN Ta 3axXUCTY iHTepeciB nepeceneHuis 3 YkpaiHu: YkpaiHcbkin rpoMmagi KeiHcneHaa,
Acouiauii ykpaiHuis y Biktopii, Acouiauii ykpaiHuis y NiBgeHHin AscTtpanii, YkpaiHcbkin acouiauii
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3axigHoi AscTpanii, Acouiauii ykpaiHuiB y TacMaHil Ta YkpaiHCbKo-aBCTpaninicbkii acouiadii
MMiBHiYHOT TepuTOpIT.

Osakyemo Takox PomaHy Kyniwy, uneny npaenidisa AFUO, ta Bnagy Ny3y 3a gonomory B aHaniai
HeobpobneHnx aaHux [lenapTameHTy 3 NMTaHb Mirpadii Ta rpoMagsiHcTBa.

PaTytounch Big noBHOMacLLTabHOro BTOPrHEHHS POCii, nepeceneHui 3 YkpaiHu Bigdyaysanu TyT
CBOE XMWTTS: NPaLIO0Tb, CNNayyoTb NOAaTKM Ta pobnaTh CBil BHECOK Y PO3BUTOK KpaiHK, SKa iX
npuiHana. 3apas 6arato XTo 3 HUX XUBE B TPMBO3i, HE Mako4M BMNEBHEHOCTI, YN 3MOXYTb BOHM
3anuwmTtmrce. Bee, wo im noTpibHO, — Le MOXIMBICTb Ha3nBaTu ABCTpanito CBOIM JOMOM.

Mwu npogoBXXyBaTMMEMO 3axuLaTi iHTepecu nepecerneHuiB 3 YkpaiHu, JOKM BOHU HE OTPUMalOTb
BMEBHEHOCTI LWOAO0 CBOro ManbyTHboro B ABcTpariii.
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